Juvenile Delinquency Paragraph for Class 9

Juvenile delinquency refers to legally wrongful acts committed by minors or
children below the age of 18 years. It has become a serious social concern as
more and more teens nowadays indulge in antisocial and criminal behaviours like
substance abuse, violence, thefts, bullying and gang activities. Reasons that lead
teenagers down the path of such delinquency are complex - unstable family
environments lacking supervision and affection, peer pressure demanding
acceptance and status, the innate tendency to rebel during adolescence and
psychological issues or learning difficulties. Many underprivileged, troubled or
mentally ill teens thus get easily swayed by vices, and negative company and fall
into the traps of juvenile crime.

The consequences are extremely grave, marring their crucial developmental
years, prospects, and mental stability and even costing lives in extreme cases.
To tackle juvenile delinquency, a rehabilitative approach is needed from the early
stages. Families and schools need to nurture moral values, empathy, ethics,
self-regulation and discipline in children. At-risk teens showing early deviant
signs should be counselled and put in social skill development programs.

Government agencies must fund youth shelters, vocational centres, anti-drug
campaigns and legal justice systems specially designed for juvenile reformation.
With such progressive institutional and social mechanisms focused on
counselling and mentorship rather than harsh punishment, the majority of young
offenders can still be set on the right life path to become responsible citizens.
The key is concerted efforts targeting reform and rehabilitation through care and
guidance at multiple levels.
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